
















Nature Preserves, February 2023 

from him through his writing, which never failed to 
extol the beauties of Western New York, remind us 
to appreciate what is around us and not judge books 
by their covers, and encourage us to help the other 
species with whom we share the planet. 

Gerry's contributions to Spree will be greatly 
missed, but not nearly as much as his contributions 
to the lives of those who knew and loved him, 
whether through in-person interaction or through 
the pages of Spree. This issue, which features his 
final column [''Dickybirds in Winter'1, is dedicated 
to him. 

As we head into a new year, let's honor Gerry by 
appreciating all that wild Western New York has to 
offer, fighting for what we believe in, and helping 
whomever we can, whenever we can." 

I
t is an understatement to say that Gerry Rising's life and
career enriched the lives of thousands of his students and 

his readers, and those who were fortunate enough to be 
counted among his friends. Gerry Rising, a gifted man with 
many talents; a mathematics educator who was a SUNY 
Distinguished Teaching Professor; co-founder of the Uni­
versity at Buffalo Gifted Math Program; "Nature Watch" 
columnist in The Buffalo News for 25 years; contributor to 
an array of nature organizations in western New York; be­
loved husband of Doris, the love of his life; adored father of 
Gerry, Junior, and Susan; proud grandfather of four and 
great-grandfather of six; outstanding writer, birder, out­
doorsman, and environmentalist; a humble man, a warm 
and caring person, and cherished friend to many. 

I would like to close with a quotable quote from Gerry's 
good friend Dave O'Donnell that appeared at the end of 
Gerry's extended obituary published on Christmas Day, 
2022, in The Buffalo News: "Gerry was a man who died 
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Gerry Rising with his wife of 53 years, Doris. Photo by Dave O'Donnell. 

while living." To this I should add parenthetically�even if Gerry Rising (left) with Dave O'Donnell (right) of the Eastern Monarch 

his life didn't leave room for The Three Stooges! Butterfly Farm, circa 2014. Photo courtesy of Dave O'Donnell. 
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